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ROAD BILLS OF 1859. 
Paid Dist. No. 1, 6 00 


cee 2, 8 75 
Oa 20 25 
66 66 4, 11 50 
‘cc 66 5. i by 
ataiery. 1G. | D4 00 
Re ss 24 02 
vee, |S, 29 75 
CON ARLENS Te 1 60 
oy “ell, 28 75 
iat, ke, 2 00 
Pag 1S, ny 
ie edt, 43 90 
66 ‘cc 15, 450 
owt 16, 29 50 
pets Ad, 7 00 
ae SAS, 5 65 
ERS re ee 18 91 
Siegen cia, 4 1425 
ef 22, 13 30 
ye ue BO; Sn tai 
euasi24, 3 vst OE IG 
Bien) 25; 19 14 
pb ye Sh 26, | 9 46 
Bae A 21, 712 
eae 128, 7 60 
ake 29, ages 
Fer Bo; 6 00 
Peat ol, 3 00 
Biba 7 aay 8 78 
6 bs 33,- ? 00 
cia avi ae Lyta 
fa A H35, 3 10 


S410 21 
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ROAD BILLS OF [860--61. 


Paid for extra work in Dist. No, 29, $36 93 
“« “ breaking roads in other Districts, 114 50 
$151 43 

SCHOOLS. 

Paid Dist. No. 16, balance for 1889, $17 89 
eco eng 3) en aa 90 86 
“wf Qu i ; "3 65 
a ni eles BRET tA 111 05 
66 66 4, 66 OE 88 54 
6< rT; D, oc 42 84 
66 66 6, ek 84 02 
66 66 fi 666 164 42 
66 74 8, rT en 2) 718 90 
6c 66 ; 9, 7 92 61 
HO) Ua te emer Ge 74 62 
See as apie I 5 2 92 55 
Ts © 129 06 
C8 1B ae sae 4372 
rT 66 14, ete 73 12 
66 66 15, 66 66 96 58 
es 51 48 
Ay RPI J ees ota 63 18 
REN StL Nk Bee Sat tcf 7 Ty eee 
ON Jor aie 66 30 
a was HN he 46 05 

$2,343 61 


COUNTY PAUPERS. 
Paid for as’tance rend’d Mrs. Bolin and family $75 O01 
Rachel Nute 452.26, 
Mrs. Lane and family 86 10 
Wm. Blake and family 52 96 
Mrs. Tollman and family 64 12 
David Bickford 14 46 


Amount carried forward. 844 90 


Amount brought forward, 844 90 
Mrs. Harrison and family 614 
Thos, Shackford 208 
M. Cannovan 15 00 
Mrs. Davidson and family 1000 . 
$378 12 
FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

Paid Cochecho Engine Co., No. 1, pay roll - $120 00 
Torrent Engine Co., No. 2, pay roll 120 00 
Gonic if: Dy ss 120 00 
George J. Richards, for repairing hose 23 50 
Elijah E. Roberts, for repairs on Gonic 2 00 
J. D. Pillsbury for work on engines hu 2 66 
‘Enoch Chamberlin for wood and sawing 3 08 
J. F. Varney for work on Torrent 2 25 
Silas Wentworth for work on Torrent 1 388 
D. Hanson for oil 4 64 

-G. Corson for carrying hose to and from Great 
Falls one year 2 00 
L. F, Place for services as Chief Engineer 8 00 
$409 51 
POLICE BILLS. 

Paid 8. H. Wentworth 36 00 © 
John S. Hayes 8 00 
Daniel Young 4 00 
Rufus Clark 6 50 
Special police for 4th July and circus day 6 00 

| $60 50 


‘DOCTORS’ BILLS. 
BILLS OF J].859. 
Paid T. J. W. Pray, attend. on B. W. Hurd’s family 275 


. “s “s fs, Stephen Downs’ ‘ § 25 
L. G. Hill sé John Downs 2.00 
R. McDaniel, jr.‘ John Hayes 10 00 


eee 


Amount carried forward, 20 00 * 


Amount brought forward, . | 90 00 


R. Thompson * Mrs. Whitehouse 5 00 
1860. 
i. Dow, for attend. on Mrs. Cook 7 50 
Jona. Jenness 2 00 
O. Hurd 400 
Son of Isaac Jenness 3 50 
J..W, Pray, J. Ellis family 918 
at town farm 6 04 
O. Hurd | 5 50 
J. Ham | Oe footy 
D. Bickford’s wife 2 50 
J. Farrington, attend. on J. Foss. 4 00 
. Fred. Otis nT 25 
A.S. Howard family © 3 75 
Mrs. J. D., Hoitt 13 27 
Jona Jenness 3 00 
: $109 24 
» LAWSUITS. 

Paid C. K. Sanborn’s bill for services, 1859 18 00 
J. H. Berry to settle action 11 00 
Referees in Berry case for services 1 50 
Costs in Berry case 14 58 
Witness fees in case of Hayes vs. Town 31 10 
Mrs. M. E. Perkins, by E. Whitehouse, agent 

for settlement of action 475 00 

F, McDuffee and BR. McDufice, Jr. expense 
in Berry case : 4 00 
550 18 


Norge.—At the beginning of the year the Selectmen 
found three action against the town which were disposed 
of as follows: The case of Berry was by agreement re- 
ferred to Hanson Evans, Alphonso J. Nutter and Jeremiah 
B. Foss, and settled in accordance with their decision. 
,llayes against the town was defended; Hayes was non- 


suited and an execution against him for the costs recoy- 
* 


daa | 


ered. In accordance with a vote of the town, the case of 
Mrs. Perkins was left at the discretion of an agent ap- 
pointed by the Selectmen, and the action was settled by 
>i as above. 


INTEREST. 

Paid Norway Plains Savings Bank in all 178 72 
Rochester Bank 4 58 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank 25:17 
C. Dennett 60 00 
John F. Torr : 27 61 
D. M. Henderson B7 30 


ees 


$333 58 
STATIONERY AND PRINTING. 
Paid D. W. Furber for printing town accounts 1859 35 00 


ss bs re Check list *f 8 00 

“ _ es Blanks and posters ’59 3 50 

E. J. Lane for collector’s books 1859 50 
sé Selectmen’s Record book 1860 400 - 


D. Lothrop & Co., for Surveyor’s books, &c.,’60 3.78 
D. W. Furber for printing police regulations ’60 4 50 


Postages and paper for the year 1860 288 
For printing offers of reward for convictions for 
violations of the liquor law 75 
| $62 91 
BRIDGES AND TIMBER. 

Paid W. Hayes bill for spikes, 1859 1 33 
J. H.-Bickford for work on N. P. Bridge in 759 2 92 
J. R. Roberts for hauling stonein 1859) _ 3 50 
Sundry persons for work on Harris’ brook bridge 

in 1860: 26 50 
Sundry persons for work on hemes at Shorey’s 
Miils in 1860 25 37 


Sundry persons for work on flat rock bridge ’60 8 00 
- . as Copp’s bridge 760 61 40 


Amount carried forward 129 02 


Amount brought forward 129 02 
Jona. Wentworth for building stone pier for 
Copp’s bridge 62 50 
B. Barker for bridge plank dl’d J. Wentworth 11 98 
es S. Felker 1 45 
ie on J.P. Trickey ys 
f 7 Dis. Nos.8& 14 6 06 
Af sawing 10 79 
A oxen and wagon hauling timber 
to Shorey’s Bridge 6 50 
Moses Hayes for labor in I. Wentworth’s Dist. 8 78 
T. Smith. for labor in Dist. No. 7 4 50 
R. McDuffee, jr., for going to Lebanon twice 
in case of Copp’s bridge _ . 2 00 
Eli Beede for plank and boards for Dis. No. 16 9 03 
it $254 89 
STATE TAX. 
Paid Peter M. Sanborn, Treasurer 572 60 
COUNTY TAX, 
Paid James M. Bunker, Treasurer 1,841 75 
TEACHERS’ INSTITUTE. 
Paid W. D. Knapp, School Commissioner 32 72 
GENERAL BILLS OF 1858. 
Paid Appraisers of Real Estate, R. T. Rogers, J. 
F. McDuffee, Stephen Shorey 210 00 
Superintending School Com., H. Brewer 40 00 
: e « — D. W. Hayes 40 00 
E. Hammet for wood for Selectmen’s office -. . 1 00 
W. R. Thompson for damage to wagon ~ 150 
K. J. Mathes for balance of account ORES SO 
J. P. Trickey for appraising at town farm 759-69 3 00 


Solomon Evans «6 ae 6) 758-59 2 50 


$301 80 
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GENERAL BILLS OF (860. 
Paid H. & L. Meader, for building bank wall at 


Gonic, near James Place’s house 20 00 
David Legro for tending passway 2 00 
George D. Pike tt 3 90 
Dan’l Young for taking care of Town Hall 16 00 
J. H. Edgerly for guide boards 2 50 
R. McDuffee, Jr. erecting same 200 
Town Cierk’s bill in full 39 86 
Roberts and Gowen for damage to wagon 2 50 
W.M. Hart for watering trough 1 00 
Ira L. Bickford 5 & 1 00 
John F. Torr for appraising at town farm 1 50 
J. H. Ela award of damages in widening road 38 00 
T. Brown for sending off paupers 3 11 
F. McDuffee for taking depositions 6 00 
Tax on Town Farm to build school house 23 04 
Auditors for services 6 00 
Amount allowed Col. for discount on taxes 300 93 
K. J. Mathes for collecting taxes 70 00 

0 i oe ‘© in school Dits. 
Nos. 3, 6, 7, 8, 10 60 00 
$564 02 

ASSISTANCE GFF TOWN FARM. 
Bints or 1859, 

Paid W. Hayes for goods dl’ d Mrs. Willey 52 58 
a a: “«) P. & O. Hurd 20 50 
eS i “« Mrs. Twombly 14 00 
City ‘of Dover rent for B. W. Hurd’s family 10 00 
: ‘© assistance ren’d J. Perkin’s wife 3 00 
R. F. Stillings for board of Sarah Odiorne 15 00 
H. W. Locke for goods di’d S. Berry and fam. 58 25 
W. 8B. K. Hodgdon & Co. “ 8S. Garland 19 79 
Chesley & Rollins ** $. Downs’ family 10 50 
Timothy Noyes for board of Hannah Ricker 15 75 
Amount carried forward, 219 33 
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Amount brought forward, . 219 338 
T’. Smith for assistance rend’d S. Avery 690 
J. P. Trickey for wood for J. D. Hoitt | 10 25 

cs v6 rent $f . 12 00 
a ue assist. ren’d C. T. Hartford 6 00 
tf i wood fs ot Gate 1D. 50 
J. R. Roberts for wood for Mrs: R. Hoitt | 1 75 
Jas. M. Locke for shoes dl’d' J. D. Hoitt Ue 
©, Dennett for rent for C. Hurd and fam. 25 00 
Town of Farmington for assist. rend. L. Downs? 3 75 
, | $289 23 
BILLS OF 1860. | 

Paid City of Dover for rent for 8. Downs’ fam. 24 06 
| u id goods em 10 00 
‘“ “ wood for B. W. Hurd’s fam. 6 @0 
‘6 ve rent 7 be o 30 00 
cs ss wood for A. Brown & fam. °5 50 
as nh goods dl’d i “ 7 66 
“ <6 wood for Mrs. Whitehouse 7 50 
“6 C6 board for C. Whitehouse ‘4 00 
3. Thurston for board of Sarah Odiorne ; 5 00 
“. YW. Nute mS ie i 15 00 
Willard Corson for board of H. Ricker 13 50 
Sundry persons for wood dl’d Mrs. Hoitt | 24 38 
se “s ihgeted ‘¢ hh. Warren 8 00 

6 as oe SPAR OO Aare i) 2 oes 
ee ce eS Ellis’ family 8 37 
R. McDuftee, jr., for assist. rend. J. Jenness 2 50 
J, E. Clough for board of Mrs. Carley © 15 00 
Lois Whitehouse for support of Mrs. Walker 7 00 
J. D. Evans for boots dl’d George Randali 8 75 
Mary Tebbetts for rent for J. Ellis family 24 00 

Town of New Durham for assistance rend’d 

T. W. Tibbets family 12 81 
John Manson for coffin for Mrs. Cook 4. 50 


Amount carried forward, 257 97 
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Amount brought forward, 251 OT 
. a O. Hurd ? : 4 50 
es RY Paul Ham 4. 50 
te * Mrs. Pearl 4 09 
J. H. Edgerly for coffin for R. Foss’ child 3 00 
J. Ellis for sawing wood for P, & O. Hurd 1 25 
Miss Philbrick for grave clothes for O. Hurd 2 82 
For burial of O. Hurd 2 00 
If. W. Locke for goods dd HI. & L. Hurd  —-_-20 28 
B. Roberts for taking care of Mrs. Cook 3 50 
J. R. Roberts for hay dl’d 0, T. Hartford 18 14 

W. B. K. Hodgdon & Co., for goods delivered 
J. D. Hoitt * 58 00 


J. P. Trickey for rent and wood for J. D. Hoitt 30 00 
_R. McDuffee, jr , for going to Barrington four 
times in case of I. Howard and others 4 00 


ut for going to Ossipee in case 5. 
Odiorne | 5 00 
a going to Dover in pauper cases 1 00 
S assist. rend’d J. Ellis’ family D 50 

“i ’ going to New Durham in pan- 
per case ‘ BOG 

F. McDuffee for going to Dover twice in pau- 
per case 2 00 
J. Folsom for goods dl’d J. Foss T4 
: fe «« Varanas Horne’s fam. 18 43 
B. Barker for wood dl’d ef ae 2 300 
Diy. 186 for goods did [. Jenness | 1 00 
Ks a ‘ J. Howard . 8 56 
oy « “ J. Ellis’ family 15 44. 
W. Hayes CoM « Mrs. Willey 52 00 
f us See Pate eure 21 00 


Ge “6 ‘© Hannah Hurd 3 50 


ees ee 


548 03 


12 
EXPENSES FOR TOWN FARM. 


Paid W. Hayes for goods dl’d Farm, 1859 | 56 39 
D. Ham for buffalo robes a * 8 00 
A.M. Winn, Admr., tor pasturing steers, 759 5 00 
W. K. Kimball for closing bench “ 1 00 
John Folsom for goods dl’d Farm, 1860 17 93 
Sundry persons for workon ‘ i 37 56 
B. Barker for sawing for tf “ 17 57 

‘e for use of bargage sleigh ‘ 33 
E. Wentworth for bricks and lime ‘“ 50 
J. R. Roberts for use of bull ie 50 
J. Greenfield “i Fe + 50 
J. D. Evans for goods dl’d Farm ¢ 29 00 
C. K. Chase ye rd ‘s 42 60 
Dan’l McDuffee, 4 as 62 58 
W.B. K. Hodgdon & Co. ‘ < 139 41 
John Shirley for work on farm 190 00 
J. McNeil for oxen tf 100 00 
E. Wentworth, manure for ‘“ 2 50 
R. Lavender 4 s 10 00 
James Dame, work on farm 10 00 
S. ¥. Varney, manure. ‘4 12 50 
Div. 186, goods del. as 175 00 
J. Jenness, cow $f 17 00 
Geo. Robinson, heifer ‘‘ 16 08 
H, R. Stoddard, balance between horses 15 00 
G. C. Pinkham, goods del. farm 10 16 
Moses Page for beef i ke 26 
J. Farrington for pig Fr 9 20 
R. McDuffee Jr. ou «6 60 
©. Henderson, medicine “ yp1 78 
James Calef for M. tub 109 
Medicine for J. Henderson , 1 87 
Winkley for carding wool 41 
S. H. Feineman for goods dl’d Farm 28 72 
John B. Howe for work done for Farm 1] 94. 


ETE OT er ee 


$1,049 71 


18 
TOWN FARM Cr. 


By amount received from Co. for b’rd of paupers 122 86 


i‘ sy C. Dennett “* S. Hanson 86 25 

sy $ sale of oxen 83 00 

sh: 4 D. McDuffee for cow 31 00 

: * 3calves 1198 

a " e sundries 7 08 

.: es H. D. McDuffee for boards 21 30 

* a) Sundry persons for oats 30 50 

- ie Rand & McCrillis,ox work 10 00 

4 E. G. & E. Wallace,cowhide 2 50 

af bi J. H. Ela for clapboards 810 

os as D. Hanson * 10 (0 

44 & Sundry persons ‘‘ 14 85 

Ag MK J. W. Pray oats and hay 8 8§ 

ii af W. B. K. Hodgdon, sund, 1 06 

ae ih sale of 1 bbl of cider 2 00 

: $451 31 
By 3,000 ft. pine timber for Garland’s bridge } 
,000 “ rh Copp’s anh Ak 

D500: * « Horne’s 6 
500 nf " Bittle falle «iff bf 
‘SELECTMEN’S BILLS. 
Paid Selectmen for taking inventory — 60 00 
Making resident list of taxes 20 00 
non-resident ‘ 6 00 © 

‘Distributing and recording road lists 15 00 

“il school ‘‘ 12 00 

Making collector’s list 6 06 

Executing bond with Collector 2 00 

Assessing taxes in school dists. Nos 3,6, 7, 8,10 

and making collector’s list 24 00 

Recording counterpart 9 09 

Settling with school committees 14 00 

- ® Collector 4 00 


&s «« — Overseers 50 00 


Amount carried forward, 222 00 
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Amount brought forward, 222 00 
Making and revising check list | 9 0 
& se ‘¢ for Nov. election 9 00 
Going to Dover 8 times in pauper cases . 460 
& Farmington twice, exam’g records 

and biinging Mrs. Garland to farm 5 00 
Going to, Middleton to examine records . 200 
Enrolling and recording militia | 14 00 

Attending road hearing on petition of J. I. Ela 
and others 3 00 
Widening and straightening road | 1 00 

Attending road hearing on petition of R. Tilton’ 
and others 3 60 
Do. on petition of Dyer P. Hall can others 38 00 
‘S . _D. Swain and others 3 00 
Examining Murray road 1 00 
Repairs on Estes road - 100 
Examining Copp’s bridge 3 00 
cl Garland’s ‘ 3 00 
Settling with County Commissioners 6 00 
Revising jury box and drawing jurors 900 
Settling road bills 10 90 
Arranging town acc’ts and setl’g with Auditors 24 00 

$335 50 
Dr. Selectmen’s as Trustees of the Parsonage Fund. 
To balance received from former Trustees 13.97 
Rochester Bank Dividend July, 1860 78 00 
‘J ee Fd ON Yao 91 00 
J. H. Ela in payment of note ph. fe 
: | | S211 74 
Selectmen, as Trustees, . Cr. | 

By paid Meth. Society Sy of July, & Jan, Div’s 58 63 
Con.. is Ade fs AG 82 
Ist Bap “ ¥ July Dividend 1051 
Friends ‘ - July & Jan, » 13800 


Amount carried forward, — 128 46 | 
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Amount brought forward,. 
edt: Society for 158, 50, and sans,’ 


Trustees for services 


- Balance due Ist Bap. 12 26 
Peet he uk! 13 22 
bg Advent | 218 

Ad Universalist 10.89 | 
Balance | + 80 23 


Due and Abated in Collectors’ lists. 


wbatements: in J. H. Ele’s list for 1852 


Pgicepro's: 1859 

ef E.J. Mathes’ “ 1860 
Due in John Legro’s list for 1887 
a3 66 66 1858 


Tea f. J. Mathes’ ‘*° 1866 


128 46 
Li 00 


7B 50 


68 78 


————_= 


S211 74 


13 04 
154. 60 
202 12 

50 00 
255 92 
239 66 


8910 74 
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Dr. Selectmen in account with the 
To balance rec’d from former Selectmen 18 90. 
Cash «SS. Doe for tax abated 1859 2 26 
if ee Varanas Horne for assist. rec’d 7 38 
Balance * K. H. Whitehouse liquor Ag’t 61 
x H. W. Locke H emi." Wg 
be be Jabez Dame r 1030 
Cash $s ‘ license,circus and side shows 50 00 
Railroad tax from the State 28 89 
Literary Fund money from the State 270 90 
J. D. Sturtevant for balance of road tax not 
worked out on the highway 215 91 
John McDuffee for ditto 114 11 
B. Odiorne for support of Sarah Odiorne 9 00 
County for support of paupers, not including 
board onthe Farm 378 12 
Daniel Young for Town Hall ° 25 00 
Town Farm Cr., including board of paupers 451 31 
Balance due Parsonage Fund 68 78 
K. J. Mathes’ list for 1860 8,965 10 
Mt nonresident 95 49 
David Legro’s list 1859 441 43 
John Legro’s list 1888 259 92 
is erie he 50 00 


$11,581 98 
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Town of Rochester. 

By Paid Outstanding road bills 

Extra work and breaking roads 

Schools 

County Paupers 

Fire Department 

Police Bills 

Doctors’ Bills 


Lawsuits 

Interest 

Stationery and Printing 
Bridges and timber 


State Tax 

County Tax 
Teachers’ Institute 
General Bills of 12 


18°) 


List of Notes: against the Town. 


Norway Plains 8 Savings Bante 


' 66 és 


©. Dennett 

D. M. Henderson 
John F? Young 
John F, Torr 


GONE, 
John Henderson 
Charles Richards 
George Roof 


be 


66 


2,000 00 - 


1,000 00 


1,000 60 


List of Paupers. 


625 00 
380 00 
200 00 


Pe Oe ere 


_ $5205 00 


; Martin L. Dame © 


Jesse Trickey 


Luther Mc’ Duffee 
Ebenezer Place. 


James. Lines 


Thomas W. Tibbets 


Charles Tibbets 
alter Tibbets 


/ i 
Soho 


ee Saelloer il 
Me rg 


a hotiaw a ioe ica r é 


cot Y f . i bee Sainabes tos siesta 2: 
sa Auionp aioe) to. egbolwond. ya’ uo. 
€ linet pap toils ‘oxonmnlt, se 


pds divs Rive Be in 40 | =pidaiiaites cel Bi 
c Hove it vottiinmoD footo’ sqne edd 
“qied¥ ob Yow dotititeyodd Meat uot 
} at poe" sehen atioddiow : 


Rochester, N. H. Feb. 25, 1861. 
The Superintending School Committee of Rochester, 
having attended to the duties of their office, beg leave to 
present the following | 


REPORT. 


The number of School Districts in town is 20; the num- 
ber of schools is 23, there being five schools in the Plains 
district, and one in each of the others, except District . 
No. 16, which is united to Milton. In each of the districts 
under our superintendence, there has been the usual length 
of schooling, there having been two terms in each district. 
The general character of the schools has been about on an 
average with the schools usually, under our system of 
school regulations,—some very good, some fair, some mod- 
erate, and some decidedly poor. And your Committee see 
not how it can be much, if any, different, under the system. 
What they mean is that the system of having a Prudential 
Committee to engage and employ teachers, without much, 
if any, knowledge of their qualifications to instruct, and 
send them to the Sup. School Committee on the morning 
the school is to commence, to be examined, or allowing 
them to commence their schools without examination, and 


Office of Sup. School Committee, } 


be examined, or not, as may suit their convenience, places 
the Sup. School Committee in such an embarrassing posi- 
tion, that they cannot well do their duty to all parties 
without generating trouble in the districts, and engender- 
ing ill feelings towards the Prudential Committees, and 
between the two committees themselves. However feasi- 
ble the theory may seem, the practical working of it is 
decidedly unfavorable, impolitic and unjust. | 
In the opinion of your Committee, the system ought to 
be so changed, that the examination, engagement and em- 
ployment of teachers should be_in the hands of one com- 


21 


mittee, who should attend to the labor for the whole town ; 
so that, before any one is engaged as a teacher, the com- 
mittee may have fair and ample opportunity of learning 
something about what the qualifications may be for such 
a position before it is occupied. Under the present system 
there is a measure of injustice done to the young man or 
woman who is desirous of teaching, and knows not but 
that they shall be permitted to teach until the time of the 
commencement of the school, when they may find them- 
selves disappointed in their expectations, and the season 
for engagement past. And hence it is that your committee 
have felt constrained to yield, to some degree, to the wish- 
es and expectations of the persons engaged to teach, and 
to the feelings of those who’ engaged them. Whereas, if 
they had known in sufficient season—that is, before en- 
gagement was made—they would have rejected some ap- 
plications which they suffer to go. And your committee 
found it next to impossible to avoid it, under the working 
of the present system. 

Laboring under these difficulties, your Committee have 
sanctioned as teachers some applicants who, under another 
system, they would have rejected. This fact will account 
for some of the evils which are incident to our schools 
generally, and which have been incurred in a few instances 
in our town the past year. Your ,Committee are aware 
that such a procedure will be condemned by many per- 
sons; but yet they have endeavored to be as faithful to 
all parties concerned as they could. They have felt 
deeply interested for the successful moral and educational 
progress of the scholars, and the prosperity of the schools. 
Education prevents crime To neglect, therefore, the 
proper supervision of the teachers and schools, is to neg- 
lect a duty for which no subsequent regrets can atone. 
Within the limits of their responsibility, consequently they 
feel free to say, they have done the best they could for the 

‘interests of the schools of the districts, and they feel re- 
lieved from the responsibilities of those whose duty it_is 


ae 


made £9 be to, engage and, employ, the teachers for their 
, children. , 
_. But let it be ‘observed, here, big: however much ‘the 
principle adopted by your Committee may. be condemned, 
“it has ever been, and it ever will and must be, the’ principle 
| adopted for practice, 80 long as the’ present school system 
*“’ ¢ontinues, * For supposing the ‘standard of’ qualifftations 
for teachers had been placed so high by your Committee, 
that one half of thé applicants had been rejected, ‘and the 
Prudential Committees had not known but that their en- 
gagements were suitable ‘in the estimation of the Sup. 
“School Committee, until the morning’ of the commence- 
ment of their schools, how difficult and ‘perplexing would 
“'their positions to their districts have been rendered. They 
' gnust now seck new candidates, “who would be more likely 
to be unqualified persons than otherwise, because they 
“might be the rejeeted applicants from other towns. ‘Thus 
a little, and but a little, of the difficulty in “the! practical 
working’ of our common school bysset may be Seen. " 


yA 


SCHOOL. BOOKS, aa 

| Your Committee are well aware of the troublesome, ex- 
pensive and, unnecessa we Ys annoyances of “ School Book 

ws ‘Exchanges.”’ ‘Most. of all is the expensive ‘feature of 

them, and they deserve much of the condemnation which 
they, get. This your,, Committee. have well. considered. 

Uhey, found, as they entered upon. their duties, a great va- 


. Wiety. of text- beoks.i in. all of, the distriets—often three, and 


_9sometimes,four different Readers for the same grade of 
scholars.:, ,Almosh in every, district, of school there. were 
found two, sets.of, Readers for the pupils who, should have 
-beenjin.one class... And not.only in, Readers, but, precisely 
the: same feature presented itself, inthe, Arithmetic and 
“e Grammar, and,also Spellmg classes,,. .What, else could 

-your Committee,do, as men..faithful, to their duties;, but 
reduce these different.text; books from many to one, in or- 
der to secure. uniformity in the several schools, prevent 
the necessity of procuring new books when removing {rom 


The Greenleafseries of Arithmetics ; 8, Brown’s 'Gram- 
mars) and 4) The Progresive Speller. These series of text- 


23 


one district to‘another, and save the time both of teachers 
_and pupils, that the term of schooling might be as profit- 
-:ableas) possible’? In conformity with-this principle, they 
) chaye*endeavored to make that ‘text-book which*was most 
“generally used in town the standard book.’ And thusthey 
"have made almost uniform tha Reading‘ and Arithmetieal 
» text-books: As to the Grammar, they found the same fea- 
© ture in the schools, and hope the many different ones, ‘al- 
~ mostall of them ‘badly worn, ‘have’ given ‘place to ‘one 
‘which may long remain a standard. The textbooks thus 
‘introduced are~1, Thé series’ of Progressive Readers; 2 


rt | 


books your Committee would suggest be adopted for the 


> town fora term ‘of years—for at least five'years } forif a 


book is fit tobe: introduced ‘at all, it is fie to remain cer- 


o: tainly for that term.’ 


OBSTACLES TO SUCCESS IN’ SCHOOLS. +4 
“The obstacles: which are found to work most seriously to 


“by the disadvantage of the schools, are, in the first place, un- 


ie qualified teachers, to which allusion has been made. This 
“is the most-serious. We do not mean, by want of qualifi- | 
“ations, a lack of Scholarship, ‘merely ; ; but what we mean 
“is, the deficiencies i in ‘the refinements and courtesies of life. 
Tt is true of many well educated. men and women, that 
‘they are sadly deficient in those qualifications which fit 
“6ne for the school-room, and they ought never to enter it. 


There are influences i in “the school-room which it is impos- 
sible not to feel, and, though subtle in themselves and dif. 


' fidult ‘to describe, yet they are a true revelation of the 
aly “qualifications of the teacher, and the criterion of judgment 
‘for the''visiter as to the good ‘or bad results of his or her 
“JVabors.’ There is an accomplishment, essential for success, 
‘which always § show’ ifselfin the intercourse of the teacher 
and pupils with ‘baélt other. “Tf wanting, however well 
) qualified the teacher'may bein ‘mere intellectual’ attain 


ments, the school will be a failure. “If possessed, it will 
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be successful, and the more ‘so, if associated with high 
educational qualifications. We should have teachers— 
male and female—for a service so important as the training 
of our children—who are accomplished, and refined, and 
worthy, and who have higher aims and _ nobler aspirations 
and purposes than mere intellectual display, or the remu- 
neration for the services rendered. We should secure the 
best teaehers, morally and intellectually, as far as possible, 
and, when once obtained, secure them for succeeding 
terms, by increasing their wages, if necessary. The cheap- 
est articles are always found to be the dearest, and the 
_ dearest the cheapest, The better the character of the liv- 
ing example is, that we place befere our children, in ed- 
ucational attainments, in social refinements and pleasant- 
ness, and in moral accomplishments, in the persons and 
intercourse of teachers for them, the more profitably will 
money be expended, and the better satisfaction will the 
districts receive. 

The: second obstacle to success in the schools, is the ir- 
regular attendance of the pupils. There is but one remedy 
for this, and that is, regular attendance. This regular at- 
tendance should be required and enforced by parents. This 
ought to be secured, or the pupil should be shut out from 
the school; for a great injury is done to the pupil’s mind, 
who is suffered to be irregular, while the routine of a 
school is often much disturbed, and its profit to others 
hazarded, by his appearance or non-appearance at pleasure. 

The third obstacle is the miserable school-house, the dark, 
gloomy, repulsive, sepulchral, poverty-stricken school- 
house. Your Committee are proud of several houses re- 
- cently built, or. remodelled, with modern improvements, 
and the districts and the town may well be proud of them. 
We would advise all the other districts to follow the noble 
example set them in these newly built and newly repaired 
school-houses, as seen in the Gonic, the Meaderboro’, the 
Louis McDuffee, and the Flagg Districts, and also the 
Poor Farm District. 
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The schools and their teachers, with their several char- 
acters, are as follows : 


‘District No. 1—-(Isaac Libbey. ) Teacher in summer, 
Miss Ellen F. Wentworth ; in winter, Josiah B. Sanborn: 
The summer term was very successful. The winter term 


began and promised well, but closed unseasonably in con- 3 


sequence of the sickness of the teacher, and hence was 
not seen by the committee. 


Districr No. 1—(Jesse Horn.) Teacher in summer, Miss 
Sarah A. Varney ; in winter, Miss Susan Tebbetts. The 
teachers were interested, and labored industriously for the 
progress of the scholars, and their efforts were successful, 
though amore marked improvement was visible at the 
close of the second term than the first. 


District No, 8—( Louis McDuffee.) Teacher in summer, 
Miss Marianna Sanborn; in winter, Charles W. Yeaton. 
They both did well for the district and for the pupils. 

District No. 4—(Pickering’s Crossing.) Teacher in 
summer, Miss MarthaT. Jenness ; in winter, J. D. Thomp- 
son. These were both very pleasant and successful schools. 

District No. 5—(Jas. Y. Hayes.) Teacher in summer, 
Miss Ruth A. Ham ; in winter, —— Buzzell. Good schools 
both terms, 


District No, 6—(Aaron Flagg.) Teacher in summer, 
Miss Melinda J. Foss ; in winter, James J. Meader. The 
- summer term was unsuccessful—the teacher being inade- 
quate to the task. The winter term was a very profitable 
one. . 

District No. 7—(Gonic,) Teacher in snmmer, Miss 
Lucy A. McDuffee ; in winter, S. S. Caswell. The summer 
term of this school commenced very favorably, but was 
not visited by the committee again, as they were not no- 
tified of its close. The accomplishments and qualifications 
of the instructors were of the best character. The winter 
term was a very profitable one. 


District No. 8—(Plains.) In this district there were 


> 
“em 
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five schools tatight during the year, two terms each. In 
the brick building there were three'schools, one on Wake- 
field street, and.one on Farmington road above.the bridge. 
:, The High School was: taught . by. Mr. H. M. Sanborn, who 
.,was.exceedingly popular,as ateacher, and not,only jon 
_p thes: affections,of the, pupils generally, ‘but was;regarded 
_by the majority of the committee as eminently successful. 
The Intermediate School was'taught» by Miss Mary Ann 
_.: Brown. Her success. was. very, Se fisle che iantaa being 
. »both faithful and industrious. 
| _The Primary School, taught in aN Nene ‘lla was 
ifs elt the care of Miss Anna, B. Chapman,’ whose. school 
, the committee regard as a model i in many respects... 
| Primary School.on Wakefield. street was taught Ge Miss 
_Sarah F. Mathes. This.school was well taught and showed 
"a commendable degree of, advancement. The: teacher, 
¥ however, the committee think is. better. ‘fitted fora, school 
. ofa higher grade, both in. cauaiifcntign and. method of 
_ teaghing: ) 
. Primary Sah ool ake the bridge was ane Dy. Miss 
v Sar ah W.. Pray—an experienced, teacher—whose efforts for 
ne advancement of the pupils were untiring, and the suc- 
cess good, considering the obstacles to be overcome. | 
Disrricr No. 9—( Adams’ Corner.) | Taught in sur mer 
by Miss Sophia O. Hewes, in winter, by Noah Sanborn— 
“both of whom gave’ good satisfaction, having had much 
experience in teaching. ee 
Disrarcr No, 10— —(Poor farm). Tosser | in summer 
Miss S, B, Waldron, in winter by Miss Hannah te Varney. 
Both of the teachers were interested in, their duties, and 
the schools were profitable. 
District Xo. iH- —(Win, Whilehouse ) This ai was 
_ taught both terms by, Miss Jennie S. Evans. A commend- 
able advance by the pupils. was the resuit of the teacher’s 
jJabors—bnt the house is in a sad condition. 
Disrnicr No. 12—( Meader boro’.) .Tanght in. summer 


not 


by Miss Harriet Canney—in winter by Mr. J. O. Stanton. 

This school i in summer was a failure, the ‘teacher being 
“inadequate to thé task ; ‘put in Winter the ‘school was very 
successful, having been one of the best conducted i in town. 

Disrrrcr ‘No. 18—(Moses ‘Page. he ‘Teacher. in summer 
Miss’ MV Carrie Downs, in winter by George G@. Harriman. 
nage Committee were not notified of the close ‘of the sum- 
mer term, and hence cannot judge of the et ga made 


(1 ‘The winter term was a good one, 


Disrater NO. 14—( James Brown,) % Taught in’ summer 


. : by. ‘Miss Eliza J. Day, | ‘in winter by Amanda 8. Ham.— 
4 “These schools were both good ones—the latter i in a marked 


degree, 


Disrarcr No. 1b—( Ches! nt 1 His ), ie in summer 


Miss Susan Tebbets, in winter J. S, Harriman. The sum” 
_»»mer term was. closed without, the committee’ S being not 
. fied —but the teacher’ s. success in another district lead us 
4» ,to,infer that, the school was successful, The winter was 
quite successful... | 


‘Drisvrter Now16.—Un itell with Milton. 
Disraier No.17-5 + (Silas Hussey.) Teachér for ‘both 


‘terms, Miss Augusta’ Dame. Good satisfaction was given 
“but the success of the school/was in a measure impeded 
7 by the sickness of the scholars. 


Disrrior Ne DO oe -(Bidfield Meserve.) This ‘school was 
taught both terms by Miss. . , and when first 
visited by the comm ittee promised well—but having been 
suspended ; for a season, the committee had no “opportunity 


of visiting it a second time before making their report. 


Districr No. 19— (Shorey’s Mills.) ‘Taught in Summer 
by Miss ‘Helen S. Horne.) in Winter by Mr. Hilton 
The summer school. was the first. the instructress ever 


tanght ; but her success was good and hev labors profita- 
ble. The teacher for the winter ‘term: was santioned by 
the Committee with) some degree of reluctince.! The 
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school was but five weeks in length, which was too short 
to be of much if any profit. The Committee would advise 
that a female teacher be employed where the funds are 
insufficient for the employment for a longer term. 


District No. 20.—Taught both terms by Miss Julia A. 
Hayes, who made her little school both pleasant and 
profitable. 


_We have to complain of ‘the tardiness of the teachers in 
returning their Registers to us, and of their incomplete- 
ness when received. Very few have been returned fully, 
or even satisfactorily made out, aud some are culpably 
deficient in the statistical information required to be given 
to the Committee, to enable them to make a full and true 
report to the State. We hope teachers will be more par- 
ticular in the future. 

Some of the schools have made a commendable eduea- 
tional progress ; while others, and especially those where 
the children have been imperfectly provided for, and where 
the school house accommodations have been neglected, 
the advancement has not been so well. Some of the 
school-houses are unfit for the purposes of education. No 
valuable educational progress can be made, or expected, 
where the people neglect to provide suitable, and neat, 
and properly furnished houses for the accommodation of 
the scholars, and take an interest themselves in the edu- 
cation of their children. The teachers in all, however, 
have shown a commendable zeal in studying and laboring 
to qualify themselves for the duties devolving on them, 
and to morally and educationally benefit the pupils and 
second the efforts of the committee. When the teachers 
carry ever with them the consciousness that there is no 
higher department of useful labor here, than that of giving 
direction, or strengthening in a right direction, the open- 
ing and developing minds around them—and none others. 
should be employed to teach our children—many, perhaps, 
of the embarrassing and opposing influences of illy pro- 
vided school-roums may be neutralized. But this is no 
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ground for neglecting.the place where our little ones are 
living, and living to study and prepare for the responsi- 
bilities of mature life, for six or seven holirs in every day. 
The more attractive and pleasant the school-houses are 
made to be, the better the moral and intellectual proficien- 
ey of those taught in them, 

The accompanying tables will be found to possess vale 
able informmation, and cannot fail to be of interest as a 
statistical exhibit of the schools and pupils, and of the 
moneys provided for their support. They have been pre- 
pared with much care. | 

Permit us to add,in closing our report, and closing, 
also, this year of our superintendency, that the schools 
generally have prospered. Our action has not been mar- 
red by any sectional, sectarian, or political interests. We 
have had no interest to serve but the best interests of the 
several schools. And with this feeling, we respectfully 
submit our report. | 


WILLIAM HEWES, Superintending 
JAS. H. EDGERLY, School 
JAMES M. PALMER, Committee. 
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